
LYNCHBURG CITY COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

MEETING DATE: September 26, 2006 AGENDA ITEM NO.:  11

CONSENT:   REGULAR: X  CLOSED SESSION:   

(Confidential) 
ACTION: X INFORMATION:   

ITEM TITLE:  Naming of the Northwest Expressway (Route 501 Bypass) as the “Desmond T. Doss 
          Memorial Highway” 

RECOMMENDATION:   Adopt a resolution to name the Northwest Expressway (Route 501 Bypass) as the 
“Desmond T. Doss Memorial Highway” from Old Forest Road to Boonsboro Road for a total of 3.3 miles. 

SUMMARY:  The City has received an application from the Veterans’ Organizations in Lynchburg requesting 
that the Northwest Expressway (Route 501 Bypass) be name the “Desmond T. Doss Memorial Highway.” 

Mr. Doss was born and raised in Lynchburg.  He was a Seventh-Day Adventist who was called upon to  
serve his country in 1942.  A Medal of Honor was awarded to Mr. Doss for his actions on the island of  
Okinawa on May 1, 1945.  Due to attrition he was the only medic available on that Saturday, his holy day. 
After asking God’s forgiveness for breaking his vow he continued single handedly to rescue  
75 wounded members of the 30th Infantry.  Mr. Doss died on March 23, 2006. 

All of the Veterans’ Organizations in Lynchburg feel that this “homegrown hero” is worthy to be recognized 
and remembered.    

The Traffic Engineering staff discussed this matter with the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT).   
VDOT indicated that they do not get involved in the naming of the locally-maintained roads, therefore,  
this is a local action. Traffic Engineering staff supports the request. 

PRIOR ACTION(S): September 26:  Physical Development Committee 
                                  

FISCAL IMPACT: N/A 

CONTACT(S):  Melva Walker – 455-3916 
                          Gerry Harter – 455-3935 

ATTACHMENT(S):
Resolution 
Policy for naming city-owned properties 
Naming Application 

REVIEWED BY:  lkp 



RESOLUTION

BE IT RESOLVED that the Northwest Expressway (Route 501 Bypass) be named the “Desmond T. Doss 
Memorial Highway” from Old Forest Road to Boonsboro Road for a total of 3.3 miles. 

Adopted: 

Certified:  
 Clerk of Council 
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